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“Landscape is about the relationship between people and place. It provides the setting for 
our day-to-day lives. The term does not mean just special or designated landscapes and 
it does not only apply to the countryside. Landscape can mean a small patch of urban 
wasteland as much as a mountain range, and an urban park as much as an expanse of 
lowland plain. It results from the way that different components of our environment - both 
natural (the influences of geology, soils, climate, flora and fauna) and cultural (the 
historical and current impact of land use, settlement, enclosure and other human 
interventions) - interact together and are perceived by us. People’s perceptions turn land 
into the concept of landscape. This is not just about visual perception, or how we see the 
land, but also how we hear, smell and feel our surroundings, and the feelings, memories 
or associations that they evoke. Landscape character, which is the pattern that arises 
from particular combinations of the different components, can provide a sense of place to 
our surroundings”. 
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“An area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action and 
interaction of natural and/or human factors. The term “landscape” is thus defined as a 
zone or area as perceived by local people or visitors, whose visual features and 
character are the result of the action of natural and/or cultural factors. Recognition is 
given to the fact that landscapes evolve through time and are the result of natural and 
human activities. Landscape should be considered as a whole - natural and cultural 
components are taken together, not separately”.  
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 Topography Vegetation Positive 
Features  

Negative 
Features 

L Code JCA/ LCA  

Type 1 Mountain Dense Complex High MDCH  

Type 2 Mountain Dense Complex Noticeable MDCN  

Type 3 Mountain Dense Complex Low MDCL  

Type 4 Mountain Dense Key High MDKH  

Type 5 Mountain Dense Key Noticeable MDKN  

Type 6 Mountain Dense Key Low MDKL  

Type 7 Mountain Dense Few High MDFH  

Type 8 Mountain Dense Few Noticeable MDFN  

Type 9 Mountain Dense Few Low MDFL  

Type 10 Mountain Varied Complex High MVCH  

Type 11 Mountain Varied Complex Noticeable MVCN  

Type 12 Mountain Varied Complex Low MVCL  

Type 13 Mountain Varied Key High MVKH  

Type 14 Mountain Varied Key Noticeable MVKN Mountains & Valleys 

Type 15 Mountain Varied Key Low MVKL N. Pennine AONB 

Type 16 Mountain Varied Few High MVFH  

Type 17 Mountain Varied Few Noticeable MVFN  

Type 18 Mountain Varied Few Low MVFL  

Type 19 Mountain Sparse Complex High MSCH  

Type 20 Mountain Sparse Complex Noticeable MSCN  

Type 21 Mountain Sparse Complex Low MSCL  

Type 22 Mountain Sparse Key High MSKH  

Type 23 Mountain Sparse Key Noticeable MSKN  

Type 24 Mountain Sparse Key Low MSKL Nidderdale AONB; JCA 52 (White Peak) 

Type 25 Mountain Sparse Few High MSFH  

Type 26 Mountain Sparse Few Noticeable MSFN  

Type 27 Mountain Sparse Few Low MSFL  

Type 28 Undulating Dense Complex High UDCH  

Type 29 Undulating Dense Complex Noticeable UDCN  

Type 30 Undulating Dense Complex Low UDCL  

Type 31 Undulating Dense Key High UDKH  

Type 32 Undulating Dense Key Noticeable UDKN  

Type 33 Undulating Dense Key Low UDKL  

Type 34 Undulating Dense Few High UDFH  

Type 35 Undulating Dense Few Noticeable UDFN  

Type 36 Undulating Dense Few Low UDFL  

Type 37 Undulating Varied Complex High UVCH  

Type 38 Undulating Varied Complex Noticeable UVCN Rolling Lowlands 

Type 39 Undulating Varied Complex Low UVCL Cotswolds 

Type 40 Undulating Varied Key High UVKH JCA 110 (Chilt.); JCA 117 (Avon); Pang V. (ND) 

Type 41 Undulating Varied Key Noticeable UVKN JCA 64 (Pott.); Chilterns AONB 

Type 42 Undulating Varied Key Low UVKL Linc. Wolds 

Type 43 Undulating Varied Few High UVFH Wear Lowlands AONB; JCA 90 (Beds.) 

Type 44 Undulating Varied Few Noticeable UVFN  

Type 45 Undulating Varied Few Low UVFL  

Type 46 Undulating Sparse Complex High UVCH  

Type 47 Undulating Sparse Complex Noticeable USCN  

Type 48 Undulating Sparse Complex Low USCL Moors, Hills & Dales 

Type 49 Undulating Sparse Key High USKH  
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Table 3.4 continued 
Type 50 Undulating Sparse Key Noticeable USKN JCA 11 (Tyne); Shropshire Hills AONB 

Type 51 Undulating Sparse Key Low USKL JCA 25 (NY Moors); Quantocks AONB 

Type 52 Undulating Sparse Few High USFH JCA 23 (Tees) 

Type 53 Undulating Sparse Few Noticeable USFN  

Type 54 Undulating Sparse Few Low USFL  

Type 55 Gentle Dense Complex High GDCH  

Type 56 Gentle Dense Complex Noticeable GDCN  

Type 57 Gentle Dense Complex Low GDCL  

Type 58 Gentle Dense Key High GDKH  

Type 59 Gentle Dense Key Noticeable GDKN  

Type 60 Gentle Dense Key Low GDKL  

Type 61 Gentle Dense Few High GDFH  

Type 62 Gentle Dense Few Noticeable GDFN Lowlands 

Type 63 Gentle Dense Few Low GDFL JCA 80 (Broads) 

Type 64 Gentle Varied Complex High GVCH  

Type 65 Gentle Varied Complex Noticeable GVCN  

Type 66 Gentle Varied Complex Low GVCL  

Type 67 Gentle Varied Key High GVKH JCA 38 (Notts) 

Type 68 Gentle Varied Key Noticeable GVKN JCA 61 (Staffs); JCA 96 (Taunton); JCA 48 (Trent) 

Type 69 Gentle Varied Key Low GVKL  

Type 70 Gentle Varied Few High GVFH JCA 146 

Type 71 Gentle Varied Few Noticeable GVFN  

Type 72 Gentle Varied Few Low GVFL  

Type 73 Gentle Sparse Complex High GSCH  

Type 74 Gentle Sparse Complex Noticeable GSCN  

Type 75 Gentle Sparse Complex Low GSCL  

Type 76 Gentle Sparse Key High GSKH Coastal Lands 

Type 77 Gentle Sparse Key Noticeable GSKN Norfolk Coast AONB 

Type 78 Gentle Sparse Key Low GSKL  

Type 79 Gentle Sparse Few High GSFH JCA 126 (S. Coast) 

Type 80 Gentle Sparse Few Noticeable GSFN  

Type 81 Gentle Sparse Few Low GSFL JCA 20 (Morecombe B.); Solway Coast AONB 
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